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Please accept the below points (in no particular order of priority) along with the online questionnaire as my 

submission on the Auckland Council Long Term Plan: 

Kaipatiki Local Board Projects 

I support all projects in the Kaipatiki Local Board Agreement, particularly the following: 

 Establishment of the Beach Haven ferry service 

 Implementation of a walking and cycling track network across the Kaipatiki Local Board area 

 Developing the Glenfield Town Centre 

 Implementation of the Highbury Town Centre plan (including Viewing Platform project) and Northcote 

Town Centre plan 

 Building the Glendhu footbridge in Bayview. 

Dog Registration Fee 

I do not support the ideological (and potentially illegal) argument that the Dog Registration fee must fund all, or a 

majority, of Animal Management (including the non-dog component). The total cost of Animal Management and the 

amount of money raised through the Dog Registration fee are unrelated and it is by forcing a relationship on 

ideological grounds that an unacceptable rise in the fee has been proposed. 

The Dog Control Act (which allows the Council to collect a dog registration fee) states "All money received and 

retained by a territorial authority under this Act shall be expended only for purposes authorised by or under this 

Act." This means that all money raised under the act must be spent on dog control (not non-dog animal 

management). It does NOT say that all dog control activities must be funded from money raised under the act. 

I believe that Auckland Council is leaving itself open for legal action against it by funding activities from dog 

registration fees which are not specified in the Act (such as taxis, office supplies, water, electricity, depreciation, 

bank charges, insurance, hireage expenses, food and beverages for events, rates, etc). To ensure legal 

compliance, Council should fund those activities out of general rates even if they are indirect expenditures related 

to dog control activities. 

Pound fees are only allowed because they are specified in the Dog Control Act, yet the revenue raised is 

(apparently) being included in the general rate component of Animal Management when it should be specified as a 

specific income (projected to raise between $20,000 to $25,000) and tagged to dog control activities only. ie Pound 

fees cannot be used for non-dog animal management or any other non-dog activity. 

Conclusion: I believe that there is ample room (and potentially legal justification) to lower the registration fee from 

what has been proposed by including pound fees and animal fines as income and ensuring that general rates fund 

aspects of animal management that the dog registration fee is not legally allowed to fund (or is at best ambiguous). 

The dog registration fee could be lowered further by removing the ideological goal of using it to fully fund Animal 

Management. 



 

I also believe it is wrong to not give a discount to dog owners that have a Dog Owner Licence. But in order to rectify 

this, I do not support leaving the Dog Owner Licence levels where they are and raising the non-licensed fees! 

Dog Park 

I support the establishment of a “Dog Park” in the Kaipatiki Board Area as there are currently no public dog-specific 

activities. Dog Parks are fenced-off areas where dogs can run free and socialise on- or off-leash. They can be 

established relatively cheaply and include agility courses, tunnels, ramps, ponds, fresh water, etc.  

There are good examples of dog parks in Christchurch: 

http://www.ccc.govt.nz/homeliving/petsanimals/exercisingyourdog/dogparks.aspx 

Sports Ground Artificial Turf 

I do not support the conversion of grass sports fields to artificial turf for the following reasons: 

 The combined installation and maintenance costs are higher over time for artificial turf than grass. 

 Artificial turf must be fenced off which restricts free community access to the open space. 

 Artificial turf fields result in increased use for private sports codes and less time for free public access. 

This disadvantages the poor and general community.  

 Artificial turf cannot be converted back to grass due to the plastics killing organisms in the subsoil. 

 There is a risk of toxic chemicals leaching from the artificial turf into the environment and nearby 

waterways. 

Artificial turfs should only be installed on sites which are already concrete sites, such as abandoned building 

sites/car parks. As housing becomes more intensified and back gardens reduce in size due to subdividing, it is 

essential that as much land as possible is retained as free-access, open grass space. 

http://www.ccc.govt.nz/homeliving/petsanimals/exercisingyourdog/dogparks.aspx


Environmental Centre 

I support the objectives of the Kaipatiki Project plan for developing an environmental centre. I support the proposed 

location in Eskdale Reserve. 

Events 

 I support an expansion of the “Movies in Parks” events. The Kaipatiki Local Board has had a reduction in 

movies screening than under North Shore City. This needs to be rectified and increased. It is a great 

community-bonding occasion. 

 I support the retention of the three Kaipatiki ANZAC Day services. 

 I support the retention of the Birkenhead and Glenfield Christmas Parades. However I believe that Council 

should pay for the traffic management plans as this is an “internal” cost and could result in Christmas Parades 

becoming financially unviable for community groups to run. 

 I support returning the Wag „n‟ Walk event to the North Shore. 

Waste Water Charges 

I oppose the introduction of user-pays waste water charges.  

Harbour Crossings 

 I support a tunnel for the third harbour crossing. This project needs to be brought forward so that it is in place 

before restrictions are required for heavy vehicles on the Harbour Bridge. 

 I do not support tolls on the new or current harbour crossings. 

 I support permanent and cheap pedestrian and cycling access across the Harbour Bridge. 

Heritage Zones 

I support the retention of the three North Shore heritage zones. I do not support intensification development within 

these zones. 

Glenfield Town Centre 

 I support the Glenfield Urban Design Plan being upgraded into a full Town Centre Plan.  

 I support Council contributing funds towards restoring the Glenfield Mission Hall prior to its centenary in 2015. 

 I support the development of an outdoor community space in the town centre. 

Swimming Pools 

I support free access for all Auckland residents to Council‟s swimming pools at all times. If free access is to be 

staggered, then I support a priority given to children and the elderly. 

Airport Shares 

I support the retention of the Council‟s Auckland Airport shares.  

 

John Gillon 

2/14 View Road 

Glenfield 

Auckland 0627 

Email: john@johngillon.co.nz 

Phone: 09 443-1683 

 

mailto:john@johngillon.co.nz

